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sre:nce te Ymbassy’s Despatch Noo 398 of April 10,
ed "Svents and Press Comment Surrounding Chser
ond Anniversary of Gaisan’s Assassinetio;n,® T
or % report that Conssrvative EJ Sig%g cogtin ed
ize duwring the week following the anniversdses on
¢ of revelations by Rear Adeiral HILLERKCETHH,
made before |a Congressional Investigating Committes, concarn-

ng Comummunist involvement in the assassination of Lib%raz

der, Jorge Eliecer GAITAN, The Liberal Press covit ered

with its own versies cf the event, amd attempted Lo shew toad
El 33 was trying to deceive public opimion with a divar ion-
ary attack.  Howsver some Liberal papers did agrse thst the
Liberal investigators had not done a thorsugh job.

There are enclosed editorials from El Sigle of Aprii 1,
12 and 13,estitled respectively, "And the Admiral?”?, "Hiut.w
A.G." and "The Conspiraey of the Misters". In each of tha .
articles thare is developed the thesis that Gaitfm war cont -
spiring with "international agents of Moscow” in prepetss i w
for a Liberal uprising to take place im Bogotd during the

 Pansmerican Conference; that when Gaitén was forced to mek-

a publiec statemeat regarding the attack on the Ecusdoren
Ambassador, he chose to repudiate this sttack ard any cthae-
attempt te disturb the Conference, ard vas eliminated by hia
own fellow Liberals and the Commumists, who alore stoctl *o gaim
from a pepular evprising at that time.

El Siglo uses the statements made by Admiral BLLIenisd rber

in an attempt te show that the Liberal investigators «rl B srately
overlooBed these cluea far fear of implicating thelr ovx Pty
snd revealiag the then sxisting collaboration belwemn *i
Libsral party and international Commnuiism.

It 18 at least possible that Ghis attack agalimst tha .iber-
al party was not entirely inspired by the occaslion of tha
Spril 9%k anniversary, but wa:s caleulated te fulfill o - .wole
purpose im Conservative strategy. Om the ome hand, 1 ity p §31
with the current Conservative campaign against “impua .y ' Jor
political crimes, On the cther hand, it might, by 41 »8lting
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certaln radical elemssts in the Liberal Farty, bend te furih o
widen the incipiest gplit im Liberal ranks and prepare the wiy
for eoilsborstion betwean rightist Liberal elements and itle
Conscrvarive Party, ‘

The Depsrtzeant wiil note that );‘.% Siglo hag in =vesy vids
qushed azcurately the statements of Admiral Hillenkaetar, iwm:
it alse will recall that nis atstemenis were based oo dhwwonf i ra-sd
intelligence repoyts, some of which now appear not 16 Nave Baen

L@y

ke Liveral press has replled tvo the attacks of
shong party lines, and Ll considerable wolume, Ouly wit.
to the originsl hendling of the investigatiom by Dr. Hichsrd
JUHDAN Jimdnes dié any of the Liberal pupsrs disagree. 41 §nada

i3 11 publitted an article headed "The Galtna {uie wag ¥Fi &
fway o Tear Ageg” in whith it eritieigzed rather boustly tha anwier
i owhich Ur, Jordsd managed the lovestigation dur.og Law LIl e
mortha lassediztely Jollowing the asssssinmation. LI Espasenagar,
an April 13, pebiliszhed an luterview with Dr. Joard.m repiiag to
thede asserblons, i which he declared tnat on bhe baala ol 1is
investigation he f=it Ythe acsassination of Caindn wes b ipadated
sch.™  Both La Jermada and El Tieag@ o April b dispatiel baig

w, with w]fgi%ggg;gxning the opinien of Judge Tremelivo de 4,

GUIMAN, to whel Jerdsn referred the cage in acoordance &:in
Colombian lew.

Ia addition to meguzing Bl of annsmp%im§ to dralie
public opiniom, Liberal papers brought out the followimg prfacipel
pointes to counter the Conservative argument: 1) autherismtion

for secial sedturity payments te one Ismael ROA Jiervs scorafig

by reason of service in the National Pelice (it is slaimed toal
Iomael snd Josm Rea are the same, and it ia poiatsd oet shat thea
National Police were controlled by the Conservative Adalilstration
prior to Aprtl 9), 2} the number of the revolver used by i3s,

whieh correspendet te one confisecated sbertly prisr te iwil 9

by the Pationsl Follce, sad 3) evidemea that Conservutriss Agalte-
iatration dectetiives were &t one time conducting u sepa-iie
snvestigal lon bebind the back of che judgs officidiy @1ar%3é.vi$h
the investizstioa. Otder minor polnts ars browebl oul, v ering
vainly to letters wirnlog Gaijvfn of impending danger, 87 ek ege
diagy artivles ia proviecial papers threatonimg the 1ifa o Gaitbe,
it s pewbaps worth mestiening that the Liberal papwart, b 4 lLeap-
ting to implicate the Conservative Party through ohe Pajiozl
Polive, overlook Whe Tact that the National Folica revolivd pgm
manse in the courié of the disturbances of April o

With rexerd wo the lofermation obtainmed Srom Maiimd &t bee
: srnle B 09 18 _;gaiﬁq; madse & direct raply L3 L 2.3t tiens

article om Apeil 12 enbitled “Wast he
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Contributica of ths Ynited Stat-s Lo the Pfﬁgm@*iﬁ?* Fep rilog

the Hinbth of April?®, it gave 2 detalled fwv«nw af e vy

by che Uait2d Dtases Uovarmment Lo the letters gqguz;gg pal ateibeed

hy uhe Golowmtios @ onbaasy Lo Washinglon. it ST ' ;

she reply auotsd the testimony of the forwper :aﬁiw
ﬁ&w#ihg in Waalingten, Lt, General Isidoyr MU - A
»lgo neulicaed ibe letisrs supplicatery ﬁ?ﬁ“&%# 18 {3 | &
21 ating judre to Dr. lauresno Goméx, to *bich the 3\ R E prﬁtﬁl
ig offect that he onply Xoew whabh he yesd in e ooowbgw &v bing

ot sinen the touree of such Informaticon hod Loer L wrfs *%

5 @1 wi@@a af tha Vﬂitod States, he thought Hhe & ez gt oy W e

WS v“? o

e
41 ing
o]

¥l Tiswpe ¢n April 13 added anather incidantal e b3 Loe
inguesion iﬂraﬁ editorial emtitled “investizutisuc?® 3 HEoap 0%
re¢terred te the inveasigatiom concernimg tias dexlh ot~ spive
YOHARIIA, brother of the Liberal ?arby pagidansinl 71 tig e,
s fo EfﬁﬁﬁﬁlA whe was shet in Bogeta laat Buw wbar, =1 3409
?%a*uﬁ? i% migui npt he convenisnt Lo int vm*ﬂf? il et g o
LEoam Bl
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EL SIGLC, Bogota, Colombia
14 Avgust 1949

(Reprint of speech made by Dri Loureano Gomez on Colombian radio 13 August 1949).
Veeesthon the assassination occurred and the storm broke loose
and caused those extraordinary and unforgettable happenings, the gravest that
have occurred in any city of the continent, Colombian liberty, which was in
imminent denger of shipwreck, was saved only at the last minute by the admirable
fidelity of the army which liberated the country from communist tyranny and
gained thereby everlasting laurels for bravery enabling us to continue to
enjoy the sacred privilege of liberty.

"It cannot be forgotten that there followed immedietely there-
after a declaration made by emother unquestioneble euthority, Admiral Hillen-
koetter, Chief of the Intelligence Service of the United States, who in an
investigation of the Bogota incident conducted by the Americen Senate and
in which he and the Intelligence Service were blamed for having permitted
General Marshall to proceed to a city where such ocourrences could happen,
justified his action by explaining that he did, indeed, have information of
what was going to happen and that he had communicated such information to
the proper persons who should have intervened.

"For reasons which were beyond his (Hillenkoetter) province,
this information was not followed-up or it should have been determined that
Mister G, had served ss intermediary between the Russian legation and Dr. Jorge
Eliecer Gaitan for the delivery of funds for apparent political purposes.

This is & matter of such significence that it ties in very closely with
previous occurrences which I had witnessed and have just related. There was
a time when Dr, Gaitan was ready to sasbotage the Conference., There was
another time when Dr, Gaitan gave up his earlier intentions on the recom-
mendations of the liberasl members of the Colombian delegations and recommended
thet the foreign delegations be treated with great respect. Finally, there
was the assassination which resulted in the disturbances which had been
originally planned and published in the Communist peaper of Belgrade which
said that agents of imperialism would have to lesve DBogota like ratseees

The declaration of Admiral Hillenkoetter bears out the facts that Gaitan
had been prepared to give up his original plan in the interests of Colombian
national pride and because of urgings from members of his party. In spite
of this, his assassination was the signal for the revolution which had

been originally planned and resulted in a blot on the pages of Colombian
history which will never be erased even with the passing of centuries."
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